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WOLVES, TURKEYS
AND ANTELOPE

Good Hunting the Pioneers
Enjoyed on the Prairies
in the West,

ODD HUNTING . ADVENTURES

Surprise for the Man Who Applied
Ohio Methods to Texas
Game.

Hig Fish Simiply Fager to He Caught 17
the Goif Coast Aecording to Wryan
of Houston Remarkable Fight of a
Hear for Life Canadian WiHld Crea-
tures Adapting ‘Themselves to Modern
Conditlons  Canses the Moving
Ahout of Game Sportsman Whe Lost
a Deer and a Bear Thraugh verfond-

ness

of

for Stmhving  Natore's Wass,

KExton, Okla . Feb 11 Near Kenton
lives David 1 Colline, who was ance one
of the most suceessfil wolf poisoners and
antelopa hunters this region, thean
callad No Man's Land. and who was one
of the fitst white settlers in what
Cimarron county, which adjoins
New lMeoxico and Colorado

Sitting by a warm flre cne night this
winter he related some of his hunting
expariences  Collins killed has first wolf
near Trinidad, Col . in 1878, and from that
day to thir has huanted wolves every
winter

There was nobody but cowhoys in
thi= conuntry when he came hunting Yor
the first tima, in October, 1883, and even
cowboya were scarce. Hoe was an
pert  wolf Patsoning

1% now
lexas

poisoner was

cheaper and easier than hunting wolves '

with rifles Ihe pelts also had a groater
market value from not having shot holes

Hix first camp was at what was called
Middle Water on the Carrumpaw, where
antelope and wolves ware plentiful  Poi-
soned antelope meat was put out, and
there was a hig kill of wolves the st
night. The next day from the peak of
a low hill he saw a big bunch of antelope
feeding in a little basin. He was armed
with a Sharpe’s .45 calibra rifle, shooting
105 grains of powder

Lying down in the grass he placed his
rifle in front of him and began waiting
for the antelope to coma within range
He became drowsy and had fallen nearly
asleep when he slowly opened his evea
and saw within ten feat of him a big wolf
flat on the ground, with his paws stuck
straight out in front, and his hind lags
drawn up under his bhody. The woll
was watching Colline curiously, as if to
make sure whather the man was dead or
asleep. Collins fired, hut the wolf got
AWAY.

That night wolf baits were put out,
and next morning he found the dead body
of tha wolf he had shot at. His bullet
had come within a fraction of an inch of

severing the wolf's jugular vein
In December the hunters dropped
below the Carriso in the XIT Ranch pas-

ture, about sixteen mil
Water,
where,

Wealves and antelope were every-
With Jehn
went down the ereek a mile or so 1o pest
a herd of antelope that was coming in to
water. They saw a bunch of antelops
in the sandhills, but the wind was wrong
and the antelope began running

“Shoot over the leader, John, and they
will cirele,” eriad Collins ’

Thorp fired two or three shots, and trys
totheir natus the antelope started circling
head on {or the hunters.  The latter lay

low and the leadar got within twenty |
feet of Colling, who sprang to his feet |
exclaiming

“Shoot to kil, John, and let them have |

all you've got'”
The rifle: of the two hunters cracked
right and left.  When the smoke cleared

away the hunters started to pick up
their antelope Not one wis down nor
in gight. They debated the cause of their

bad luck,
Sunday looked uo further for an explana-
tion

The next morsing the hunters made
another sally and Collins got sight of
another besd. He cvept within g hundred

arda of a doe and might her daown

at the first shot
e the wind

A way
oflerng a

Wt
raking broad-
sida ghot Fvery 1v o or three shote an
intelope eonld
the pir and go down

When the fusillude war at an end six
intelope ware lyving in line as they had
fullen in their flight. A wagon  was
brought from camp and loaded with the
LU POAS S Before gotting back 10 camp
the hunters- buneh coming in to
water, made a run on them and got fonr

The cold now was intenseand the hunter s
were about «ight miles south of Buffalo

b meen v boond

saw

Springe.  Wrapping lfmlnwl\-‘u warmly -

in wolf hides e hunters walked to 1he
springs, where they were lucky enough
1o find Uncle Billy Follis, an old cattle
man, with his chick wagon.,  They re-
mained two diavs ehjoving his hospital-
ity, especially the hot biseuit and gravy
Uheir horses had been left hehind at their
camp, where poizoned antelope meat had
beesn thrown out for wolves

Fearlng that the horres might drift
o the range John Thorp was sent 1o
find tham
ing withya number of carcasses piled on
the horsed Collins wus moved
baAYing:

“There, that darned boy has gone down
thera and killed a lot of antelope whon
we have more than we need

-1t 'l1hnr|» did not have antelope. In-
rteud he was bringing in thirteen big
wolves that he found dead near the eam;,,
The weather wus getting  colder
colder and Collins and Thorp  decided
to move into an adobe house gt Buffalo
sSprings that had been built by Bill Met-
calf for the ontfit. It was a comfortable
place and the Lunlers put in the first
day skinning wolves, getting thirty-five
fine pelte

Their next camp was on what waa
known as the south Reoad Cafton, the
camp i1eelf being piteched in the cafon
In former yeuars Caolling had seen a turkey
roost in a ride cafion. After supper,
when the moon had risen, they started

When Thorp was seen return-

oo wreath,

ox- !

|
1

|

s sotith of Middle

Thorp Uncle Dave |

and finding that the day was |

The others |

into |

and |

T!‘nr the cafion in ‘search of the roost,
It was still there, and turkeys lo the trees
They shot two blg gobblers, enough for
the mess at Buffalo Springs

|  Hugh Perry told the wolf hunters that
wolves were o thick at Buffalo Springs
that they fought right in the kitchen door
every night. Perry said these wolves
could not be Killed, as they wera prool

Lagainst atrvehnine., Colline smiled and

remarked that the cook probably didn’

know much about poisoning walves,
Abomt fifty \'ﬂl’l‘l from the house was

a spot where a beef had been killed

Collins made thres short drags at this

place and put out his poison The cow-

boys laughed and said mockingly that
tihey would expoct a lot of dead wolves
to be lving around next morning. When

davlight came Colline and horp hegan
following their drags and picking up
wolves.  They piled sixteen wolves and
ana Kit fox orawift at the door of the cook

house.  The cowboys acknowledged that
Colling was the real stuff when it came 1o
killing wolves

Nearly all the antelope are gove from !

thige country, which is now praciically
withou! game, except wolves.  When Col
hs war hunting here in the vary early ‘Sos
there were atill a few bufialo. C T
(Buffaloy Jones made a roundup several
vears later and got the few that
mained, drivieg the amall herd to his
rarch at Garden City, Kan

OHIO W AYS AND TEN S GAME,

surprises for John Deering, Who Was

Willing to Give Lessons in Hunting.

OrasoE, Tex  Feb Ohio people
aaw early the possibilities of the telephone
in rural Texae and their money and
work started not a few telephone lines
in husiness down this wayv. That was
what hrought John Deering from Henry
county, Ohin, to Angelina county. Henry
county, so he used to say, waa a rather
primitively rural sort of distriet (taelf
and there he had hunted coons ever
since he was a boy and chased the hog
nosed snake and prairie rattler to their
dena fearlesaly

“That waa all right as far as it went,
but he shouldn’t have regarded thosa
accomplishmenta aa making him a fin-

"

Hshed man of the world,” sald Capt Joe |

Svkes of Angelina county  “If ha hadn't
he would have taken more of himself
back to Henry county than he did At
the same time, though, he wouldn't
have known quite as much as he did
He admittad that himeelf

“John Deering was superintanding the
stringing of a telaphona line through
Angelina county, and in company with a
native he waa looking over the ground
one dav along & road that ran through
a thick pleca of woods. Suddenly a
number of dogs came tearing out of the
woods in full ery, crossed the road and
disappeared in the woods on the other
side of i1, where they soon stopped, velp-
ing more lustily than aver.

“'They've treed & coon! remarked
John Deering nonchalantly, with recol-
lection of Henry county halevon days
strong upon him

=1 reckon, suh, that they fain't tread
no coon,” remarked the man from An-
gelina county

“The Ohio man treated the native's
remark contemptuously. He {nvited the

Texas man to go with him into the wooda |

and be ghown haw little he knew. The
native want along, willing for the moment
to assume the réle as of one from Mis-
rouri

“The two came to whera the dogs were
grouped under a rassafras tres, excited
and noisy
twenty-five feet high, and near the top.
crouching among the branches, waa a
grayish looking beast, apparently very
much out of temper. John Deering
gazed on the thing a few seconds and then
said

“'1 admit it isn’'t a coon. [ grant you
that much. But what do your dogs want
to bark that way for unless they'd treed
a coon? What do you imagine it is that
they've gone and treed?

“1 don't imagine it'a anvthing at alle
suh!" replied the native of Angelina
county. ‘'l know what it ia. [t's a Texas
wildcat. 1 reckon 1 hetter go home
and get my gun and drop him down.'

“This seema, after all to have been
the most amazing thing connected with
the affair, The man was a native of
Texas. Of Angelina county too. And
he had to go home to get a gun! Or he
would have had to if John Deering of
' Ohio hadn’t poohpoohed the idea
wasting time with a gun that had to be
gone after,

“Gun!' said he. ‘JWhat do you want
with a gun? I'll show you something.’

“Then he cut a stout pole flve or six
feet long. Opening his knife, one of
' those old time long bladed knives with
a catch on the back epring to prevent
| the blade from closing, he bound it fast
"to one end of the pole with a piece of
copper wire from the strimging kir,

! * There, said he, surveying the weapon,

with an air of intense satisfaction. ‘That
i ix like the time honored, coon stabping
spear of Henry county and paris adjacen:.
Gun! Pooh! Now watch me. ['ll climb

the tree and jab this knife into the var- |

mint up there and he'll jump out of the
tree only too quick. Then the dogs, if
they're not the blame fool dogs I take
‘em 1o be, won't have anything to do but
1o take hold on to him and do him up.
That's the way we gather in coons up
in Henry county. Ohio, and that's the
"wayv we'll gather in this orltte; .’

“I'he native of Angelina county gazed
at the Henry county coon stabber and
[then at John Deering and he was prompted
tra some admomshing words

Yes: bt sav, son,’ said he hat
aint’t coon up von, nor this ain't Henry
county, Ohio This s Angelina county
Texas, and that up von is sure enough
| Angelina county wildear It don't have
habits like a coon

“Hut John Deering of Henrey county
(Ohio, only smiled. The native of Anges-
[ lina county, Texas seemed to him to he
singtlarly lagging in remémbering where
liw came from

You Just  Kesp VOUr &ves on o pe
Colonel " suid he "Ll show you sotmething
{you don't know O f you don't feel mif e
Lin staving hers and watching e, and
Ldon'thiok this is worth your while 1o
| know. vou can cat e along home |
jtote the critter in ' .

“The Texan mun rechonsd he'd hke to
loarn, and =o he would stay and wateh the
| Ohio man give tha lesson  The wildea
10 .-W.pa.lr‘--ll like it was inchined to learn
Lramething it didn't know, and it watched
John Deering's progress up the tree with
eyes glaring cagerly. and with fraguent
snarls and splutterngs that would have

n themselves taught something to any
Cone hut an Ohio man g
| *When Depring came within easy reach
|ul’ the hobeat he gave it a jab with the
[ pika  The jab cut a big gash in the wild
| cat's side and the blood sparted ot
‘Now according to the rules of 1he
[hunt in Heney county, Ohio, #s outlined

Ly Johin Deering. the wildeat should hay e
'nmmwlml»l_\‘ wprung from the tree and

let the dog= jump on it But the wildeat
Ldetied all Henry county precedent and
(followed promptly  rules of Angelina
Feounty procedure

“Turning as quick as a flash it made
it way toward the ground over what
i would have beea the runk of the tree if
Jolhin Deering's length hadn't coversad
(that portion of the trunk  As it was the
wildeat  made 11s descent the tall ll-nglh
(of the man from Henry county, ripping
i lus elothes and his flesb from shoulders 10
| fee!, somewhat as if sundry circular saws

re- |

The tree wasn't more than

of |

TH

Person
“Yet John Deering would perhaps have
overlooked the entirely rregular pro
coslding if the wildeat ol ket right on
going, and so given the dogs a chanees to
show whether they had profited by what
they had soeen of the me ds of Henry
feounty and act aceordimg ™ On glancing
| down, though, afrer the <lawing cyvelone
had passed over himand or he saw, with
| ||l|l1‘{l indignation, that _a& unconven-
[ rional eritter had oo fually not gone to the
wround at all. bt had stopped on the
| wtom of the tree only a little more than a
vard below b with its head toward
| Wi, and was ottt him with amazing
affrontery {0 vemint that had acted
insuchutter decregnrd of all Honry count ¥

precedent gt Htion
1

Vo Why, doggone vour tantalizing skin!
|-.hn||1.-4 John Doeering, now mad all the
Vwav thronegh at such conduet and de.
R TIRD I von're bound to go down the

| tree hind side |
another Lift to helpr von along'’

“Then hwe jabbed the wildeat again,
and the obhstinate beast had the gudacity
Tnot only 1o go down and mingls with
the dogs but to coms right back up the
tree agnin using the Ohio man as a means
of ascent i manner similar to the wav
fit had utithzed him in going down and
Vleaving additional and aceentuated rips
and tears i his elothes and on his p
wott - When he recovered from his =

prise sufficiently to look about him and !

e what had become of the recaleitrant
Texas varmint he saw it per
former place among the tree ton bhranchea
| . "I reckon yvou hetter come down, son,’

(#aid the native of Angelina county, who |

had been standing a rod or so away
watching the apphcation of Ohio methods
"to Texaa game and learning something
“Yea ' said the Honey county demon -
strator I am coming down  What's
[the uae of hunting such things as this
'llln:ldvtll'l know what's the proper thing
0

(1o in emergencies? But 1 want to |
mav one thing We'd soon make crow
bait up in Henry county, Ohin, out of

{dogs that'd run such critte

I rROup a troee
ingtead of coons

county enon jahber to the ground and
atartad down the tree  The wildeat,
| bleading and smarting from those two
jjabe from the coon spear, then seemed
(to wake up with the thought that it hadn’t
entered its objection to such a pracesd
ing with sufficient emphasi= and it drojpped
itself promptly down on Yhe retreating
' jahhaer '

"Being n representative Angelina county
wildeat it weighed something like fifty
pounds, and as the Ohio man was not
exppoting it down the consequend WS
that he and the wildeat went kerthump
in a heap on the grourtd at the foot of
the tree, and the next second he was
the nuecleus of a gnashineg, snarling,
velning combination of wildeat and dog
and the reciment of a goodly share of
the effects of ite teeth and claws

“Bv the time the wildeat had at last
succumbed to the dogs and the elub of
the Angeline county man there were
no clothes left an John Deering worth
mentioning, ilﬂ" It was a1 weerk or two
hafore even his most intimate friend
would have cashed a chack for him with-
ot his first heing ‘dentified Al this
led Dwesring’'s Angelina connty  friend
to rema~k to him afterward that e i
for a man from Ohio the wands of Texas
he rackoned, held quite some surprises ®

LOST. \ REAR AND \ DFLR.

| Mischances of & Spertsman Whoe Likes
to Study Nature,

*To the true lover of nature.” said a
sportaman, “there ig nothing insignificant
in the woods or their creatures, even
when he may be rapt in the excitement of
ithn chase,

I *It waa in worda very much to that
affact that old man Joe Cusacks. woods-
‘man, hunter, trapper and guide, ad-
'monished me the first time he took me
‘out on A hunt  We struck the trail of
'a bear and 1 received orders tao wait at
|a ecertain upturned trea to which, old
man Joe said. the bear would be almost
certain to go for a temporary hiding and
’rﬂm‘ng place. 1 came to the upturned
trea and took a porition a few rods away,
ll! directed, to watch for the coming of
the bear and get a shot at him

| "As 1 sat there listening for some
mound of the dogs to warn me of the
expected coming | saw the gentle move-
ment of a4 reed in an open space in the
woods near me, where there were mans

1 reeds. Looking cloger | saw that the
agitation was caused by a tiny wood
mouse that had climbed the reed It

rested a4 moment there and then leaped
to another reed, and thus leaping from
reed to reed drew near to where | was
(Bitting

“In feont of me, not six feet awayv, a
deer in passing had left the deep im-
| pression of its feet in the soft ground
tand one of these indentations had filled
| with water from the epringy hottom
i}i»mﬂmhuring old Joe's philosophizing
I resolved to tiuke note of the moysa's
:idmngn
{ “The mouse came on, making 18 way
| by the reeds, until it was two vards or so
!I’rum the deer tracks, Then it dropped
ifu the grounrl and came sPringing .||l-1|q
tuntil it reached the tiny pool in the deer
track

“Pausing a moment the little creatire !

|atepped into the water filled track and
| proceedead to take o buath
the water about in sparkhing drops until
all of it was gone, Then the monse
stepped out of the depleted bath, dressed
ita soft fur with its tinv hands and went

“Thia was a trifling ineident, but 1 was
g0 absorbed in it that not until a gun went
off with a bang just behind me and a
| great commotion in the roots of the up-
turned tree followed did 1 realize that
the bear had come. and as old Joo, whao
atood behind me grinning with a smoking
gun in his hands. declared, had been {0
sonie time watehing me with curious and
suspicious eves ot of the roots whers he
| had erawled while 1 was lost in admiring
i.-unlc-mrn!ulu-h of the wood monse taking
"ls bath

““Takin' notes o' natur’ an’ her dain's,
phey " mald old Joe as he tore awav the
Lrgots of the tree and exposed the dead
that had ~hot over my head
' hat s the idee’ An' the bear won't weigh
more N oa couple a hundred, anyhow *

“Then another thane he put me on a
runway where the dogs were pretty sure |
to send a deer by, and the day being al
trifle close and the dogs being tardy in |
fetching the along | lay down on
the ground and steetched myvsell at full
ll.-nglh an - my back, with my feet a4 fow
inches apant
| “Present v

 hear hes

choses

! | saw chipmunk
| luping along directly toward me

wide of ite Tace Wis sw

» Corne
LRITH
Hen 1o cnormons
Laize, and | knew the litde striped
had an acorn there Whaceh it
mOMeWwWhere  against Wihter's
Instant Iy | becatmie imterest ol !

jnrrel
ntended 1o
Ih‘«l!‘.' thie

| coming

“I remained perfectiy quim I'he ch
munk came onountil o renched iy feee
?unt[ there, botween the 1w it dug a pit!
perhape  three inmches  deep 10 the
squeezed the content= of s 190 pogeh |

ot into the hole

roplaced the din
s hack the griss upon it n amazing
hlanee to its origingl Yorm, arranged o all
w0 that no persan or g wonuld ever hiave
Vknown that the ground hind
L turbed and scampered wav 1o
more nuts and hide ther soonewlhes

fittanl

(o

dis
it by

“1 moralized on the iveidont g
lf.u*l that the acorn the chipn
buried betwesn my Feoo conld pover do
it any good, for the reas v that iy foe!

| which the caleulnting sgquivie] had chosen
for landmarks by which o wis 1o know

again the location of that cache, naturally |
eould not mark it.  Then 1 becume grad- |

we, I just give vou !

“Then John Deering chucked his Honry |

It scattered |

tripping away to the reeds and was gone, |

grouse ta foraging ove

tawny ohject pust w
':n it dikappeared in groat bound® among
Cthe thiek undergrowth thepeabout the
fact that it was the deer 1 was placed
[there to got u shor at broke upon me, |
Pome quickly and o yojes near me sagd
“Don’t yonu keer ghont that chipmunk
oot bein' able to find that hidin' place fer
his acorn UR'iN, sonny T melhibe grow
to be a sockin® bijg ook tree, that acorn
will, an’ you kin come an' set under its
shadder an' take notes o natur’ an’ her
rdoin's won 1) A’ never mind about
the deer gittin' by van, My hoy Tubby 1l
it it when ot takes to the erick whers hie's
standin’ fer jt.'

o | was lving and
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had been trespassing unduly  on |Iin'lh||l}' aware of a quick movement of ,.‘n..s habit of irregularity in bearing, scat- | tricate network of roots

O man dowe Cosack wos grinning all

over his face. The fuint report of a gun
carme lr.-mlul..“.. the creek

[P Fubiby's got hym," sajd Joe with a stjll
broader grin. I never kin git that boy
to tuke note o natur’ or her doin’s, hoe's
so pleggy contrary, '

“Sure enough, Jos's boy Tubiby had got
the deer, 5 big five prong buck, and
while I couldn’t help but recognize the
foree and beanuty of old Joe's philosophiz
ing | was equally positive that taking
note of the dommgs of nature’'s interesting
ereatures while vou are
entirely  compatible with
results an gathering bear meat and veni
son, and 1 have alwayvs believed that old
Joa wis of the sime opinion from the way
he grinned ®

REAL FISHING IN TENAS

'WIg Fellows ¥ of Fight to Be Canght
o Rockport,

“If 1 seem a trifle listless when you
talk about having been fishing some
where " said W Jack Brvan of Houston,
“lay it to the fact that 1've fished at Rock
port, Tex

ched inoits

“The waters of the Gulf coast of Texas | That heliof ia that the woasel will go on

are prolific in game fish, big and little,
but these fish =eem to have selected the
tetreteh of gull and bay and estuary at and
‘,ahnn! Rockport ar about the choicest
cormer of those watera for congregating
in the most amazing numbersand variety,
Just one little fishing experience 1 had
there will give vou some idea as te what
| the sport s like at Rockport

“1 was there along in the latter part of |

one November and a man at the hotel
sl to me that mavhe 1 would be more
chearful if 1 went out tishing, for 1 was
a stranger there and lonesome 1 hor
rowed a fishing rod and tackls and walked
out 1o the end of the long wharf or jetty
that runs out into tha Gulf, got into a skiff
with another man who was going fishing
too, rowed off a few vards and went to
anghng for speckled trout
“We call Tem speckled trout in Texas,
but | guess they aren’t real trout. They
are =peckled, though, and look like a
trout and will fight you to a finish if yon
let “emy They bite at shrimp for bait,
but this day | was out after ‘om we didn’t
need much bait of any kind, the trout
wore go determinad to give us fun It
was no trick at all 1o land three hig fel-
"lows with one hit of shrimp on the hook
“These fish are angled for at a depth
of about geven feet and there seemed to
| floats on Bur lines wouldn't stop when
| they touched the water, but kept going
right on out of xight beneath the surface,
the bait having been seized the instant
the hook got to its depth
“A three pound Gulf coast speckled
trout down in feet of water can
give vou a tussle hefore vou land him,
and when ¥ou have had it out with one
every two minutes for an hour if vou
don’t feel like & hired man after a hard
day’s ploughing then vou're tougher than
1 am That's the rate at which 1 was
obliged to keep the fun going that day,
my companion being under the same
necessity, and at the end of an hour we
had anded sixty-soven tront
“But while that fun was fast and furious

ECR |1

it was tame compared to what [ had with !

Spanish mackerel, a fish every bhit as
fierce as the Northern muskallonge and
as voracious  They take the troll with a
rush and a snap that will certainly scare
any one who gets his Spanish mackere!
strike for the first time

“A four pound mackerel will pull like
an ox team, and a man earning his living
by catehing them will sure earn it by the
sweat of his brow A good many men o

earn 1 living by catching Snanis

mack in the waters about Rocok)

but t} <h with stout hand lines I'n
|

real wt with the mackerel is taking them
on a light rod and tackle
“Ihre no hendsomer fis!
waoter than the Spanish mackers
= an inspiring sgght to see one
ond of vour line turning his 1
vear]l and emerald sides to vou
strugel
still, «

is ]

mn -~
= just heneath the surface of the
nale green waters of theGulf

his g aves bright and gl . his
long forked tail tossing the warter about
in s & that light up in the sun Jike
the fire in opals. The mackerel

ta give up even after you have )
the boat, but s inchimad to try e
sions with vou still further until

you

think it wise to tap him on the head and |

| convines him that the serap is over

“One doy while 1 was there a partv of |

| four fishermen bronght in 40 Spanish
| mackere! cought with hook and line
three hours in the Guif neer
{ Pass  The average weight of the fish
{was four pounds. The record mackere!
was also caught on a hook and line that
dayv off Rockport It
Fpounds I'= forked tail was
inches long and the tips of
[ ware s xteen inches gpart
“Although LAFpPOl == Was
| recarded ns over tarpon were still biting
yand fighting, and several waie lunded
ynear the long wharf at Rockport. Fisher-
men bring in so manv fish of all kinds
j Lo Rockport every day that tons and
| tons of them are shipped away, 4 cants
a pound heing considersd a very satis-
factory price for the finestvarie® jos
“1 have fishod all along the Gulf coast

3}

sixteon

yfrom Sabine Poass to Corpus Christy, bat
(o don't feel that I ever actually went
{ fishing untid that time at Rockport ™

H o A L

| MIGRATIONS OF AN,

|

Wy Game  Anlmals and Birds Maove
| Prom One Bistriet to Another,

{ here are many causes to gecount for
the abundance sotne Kids of game
animals and birds i ceviain localitios
one seasan and their searcity  the next
| mearon,” raid a Pike conunty man, “and
vie reason that mav explain it one vear

may not apply in the
“For instance, take our corner of Ponn-

» of anothier,

sy ivanin A larvge area of southwestern
Wavne county, northern Monros  and
Ccontiguous reglions of Pike are timberad

heavi)ly with beech Beochngs

are a
l""'l"hﬂ food for bear, deer, squirrels
and ruffed  grouse, bt the besso b troe
T an uncertain bearer The nut crop (s

frevpuently a faillure

‘Ofton, thongh, that isa fortunate thing

for sportsmen in the more wasterly por-
tions of the region, whers oak, ¢hestnugt
md pine grow.  IF soon aftes 1he fall

reason hegins squirrels are more plenti-
ful than usual in the sastern woods we
know that the beechnut crop Lins failed
that In good beschnigt vears few
sguirrels will found in the weastern
woods
Ihien

i
Fien

the heech
connty and the surreinading countey gre
the natiral home of the he and that
antmal 18 not found much in other parts
of the county except when the beschnis
tail and the bear is in of other
food At mirch i time the aeorns of 1]
werth o onk barrens make a good substi-
tute for heechinuts,  The saume cause
starts deor to iravelling and the raffed

Laan ' waonds ol Pike

1

reirch

wider areas,
“Thus a good it and a
acarcity of acorns, which likewire have

i vear

: 3
Cdestruction of the game or foreing it

e - —

1

made by a fallen
heech troe

“Within his reach wers two amall poyplar
saplhings and a hemlock tree of fair size,
i He had reached out and seized hold upon
the poplar saplings, and using them as
ranchorage had tried to tear himself by |
them loose from the trap  The clog had
held firmly under the besch roots,but the |
saplings were not stable enough to withe-
stand the tugs of the bear upon 'hl-m.*
One broke off near the ground The
other the bear pulled up by the roots !
I “But the hemlock tree was left 1o him !
by which he could make another desperate
Hirial for freedom and he had claspod his
| puws about it, as the deep marks of his
claws on the trunk plainly indicated
The tree proved stanch 1o his tug upon i
The beech roots held the cldg firmly - In !
that desperate tug of war the bear had
"pulled hig imprisoned foor in twa, fo
there lay the trap with hall of the bag
foot held within it

*Now that the bear was no longer handi-

ter the game, making it scarce in the
mors accessible places and attracting it |
(to the far back woods, A reversal of the
:nhlo'l‘ of food distribution will draw the
L Eame 1o the nearby open woods,

| “With grouse and rabbits thera are
other causes for a change in habitat, At
times the destracetive Little weasel ipfests
same one district in large numbers, and
such visitations are always followed by
searcity of grouse and the timid cotton- -
tail. The grovuse and the rabbit have
no mofe persistent and destraciive foe
than the weasel, and the presence of the
weasel will quickly he followed by the
depoptilation of a distriet either by the

away to other covers, When the prey

of the weasel thus hecomes scarce the '

skins, for the skunks are mighty plontifu)
eapecially along the railroads. 11 wood-
chucka dig holes in the raillioal ep,
bankments and then the skunk

O
along and drive them out. The | untes
| get most of the skunks by trapp et
with the ordinary steel traps hay

when the section boss is not arourd +
sometimer dig thein oul

“But speaking about woodchuo)
in the railroad embankments, v
along the track any fine day in th
mertime and vou will
witting up to look at voun every few
They are as plentiful as the tol
poles beside the ravlroad. Nobeod
them because their fur = no good
there is no demand for their hides

“It used to be that every voung =|
in the country had a whip with a lasl
braided home tanned  woodehuek
and we used to pepper them every o
wo got for the sake of their tough Lo
Bt no one uses braided whip lashes

-

wee woode!

' 1}
thy little marauder seske other re- leapped by the trap he made straight to- (Mmore | haven't seen i brawded la<l
o A t ] 1 tev » tiw
treais, and gronse and rabbits,  other  wyurd the Alleghany River, evidently head- 'fh! fashion d  hickory “h'p}"f
things being equal, will after n season [ ing for a runway rlmr| ""“"'"""i the r","' :»'l .‘r:F | Iv'"l ﬂ]”;" .’:.,”f‘,'r \'..r,','..n.":f:'
. .t | e above Roulette and six miles orions time of it and they mi wert
Jor two be Found ocenpying  their old | hall & mile & the country unless meat gots so high 1

na hunt wasn't |
satisfactory

|lhnf bird over grounds where they found

be a race for our bait that day. The| pragged a Trap for Miles and Finatly

Aransas |

ghed nimeteen laround the stick

the forks |l

|

| from Ruby's  One of our party. David
| Jones, hurried by a short cut to get to the
runway ahead of the bear, and two dogs,
'noted for their success with bear were
'put on the trail. We hadn't followed
them a mile, however, when we met them
coming back, two of the worst whipped
dogs that ever went up against bear.
They had tackled scores of bears before
and never w worsted, but they had |
found more than their match in this|
tough old campaignoer, crippled as he was

“Jones got to the runway just in time
to see the bhear come down off of the
hill, cross the road, coolly remove two
rails from the fence betweon the road |
and the river and plunge into the stream |
land pull for the opposite shore Jones
was trembling =0 from the offects of his |
long run that he couldn't hold his gun
steaay, and he rested it on the rail fence.
There was nothing visible of the bear in |
I the water but the top of his head, and by |
the time Jones was ready to fire Bruin
was within a few feet of the opposite
hank.

“Jones fired at what he could see of
the bear's head. It instantly disappeared |
beneath the surface. A moment l?lfl'r.i
though, Jones saw the hear reappear, |
then at the foot of the bank. [t reached |
up and grasped with its paw a tangle
of roots on the bank and pulled itself
'half way out of the water, ‘There it
hung. Jones jumped into the river 1]
made for the spot. He found the bes
hanging by the roots stone dead. The
rifle bullet had passed through its brain

“It was all that five men could do to]
drag the bear from the water where he|
hung. Our wonder at the monster brute

teading places,

“Sportemen  otherwise familiar with
t he pecaliarities of grouse are freanently
disappointed and puzzled when hunting

it plentiful on a previons muming sxpedi-
tion to find that they can put up noge
at all Often they blame the do,
| But neither dog nor hunter i= at fault
I'he birds have simply moved away in
| quest of better feeding grounds or be-
Lenise of the coming among them of some
Inatural enemy, and the exodus may be
tocovers a mile or more away |
| "By the way, speaking of the weasel,
;'hl'l'u 1= a popular helief as to ita ruthless
destructive disposition that is all wrong

fmaking victims of rabhbite or birds or
chickens or whatever it may he preving
on_ even after it has satisfled its appetite,
killing for the mere lust of killiuﬁ, The
fact that a4 weasel in among a flock of |
chickens will not cease its slaughter until
every one of the flock is despatched has
led to that belief, but as matter of fact
the weasel's appetite is ingatiable, and an
examination of the dead chickens or what -
aver ereatiires the weasel has been making
its prev will show that there is not a drop
of blood left in a single one

“The wease| takes only the blood of its
vietims, and 1t sucks every vein dry
The digestive gapparatus of this voracious
littles beast js such that it digests ita food
alimost as fast as it takes it into its stomach, |
there being nothing in nature to compare |
with the weasel's abvlity in that line ex- |
copt the digestive processes of the dragon

|
|
I

| flx | increased  when  wa dressed him,  We
“Consequent!ly a weasel would go on  found five bullets in his  body, all "r,
killing its wvietims and draining their different sizes and kinds, and all had

l

| been shot into him at long intervals
Besides this startling quantity of lead in
I the bear we found embedded in the flesh
on one shoulder a thorn three inches
long, half an inch thick at the butt end |
and very sharp at the point.  As no tree
{or bush bearing such thorns as that are
to be found outside of the semi-tropical
thickets of the New Mexico and Arizona |
horder, o far as | ever heard. the mystery |
of the presence of this one in this 5-0'31"l
Killed in the woods of Potter county
Pennsvivania, a couple of thousand miles
away from those bhorders we couldn't
help thinking was rather doeap However
that great thorn got into the shoulder of |
the bear, though, it hadn't affected hig |
health or his appetite.  He weighed 445 ¢
pounds, about 200 pounds more than |hn‘
average Pennsyivania bear.”

blood  indefinitely if vietima continued
ever at hand. The weasel never rests
at night, oot i= eonstantly on the hunt

“Wao might have some idea of the de.
striction a weasel carries to the rubbits
and the grouse in our wods= by the dead
boudi with which its trail would be
strewn of a morning but Tor the wildeat
and the fox, both of which follow the trail
of the hunting weasel and feagt on the
bloodless flesh of the victims it leaves
behind it ©

™

Bl BEARS FIGORAT FOR LIFL.

i Mimsell of 11,
| Rovierre, Pa, Jan. 8 —~The comedy
side of the incidents connected with the
looting of Farmer Ruby's milk house
Iby a big and impudent bear was pre-
(eenited in the story of the doings of that
bear printed recently in Tue Svx, but
there waa a serious and tragic side also,
As told in Tre SUN, the bear had ripped |
the roof off of Farmer Ruby's milk house
(in the middle of the might and plaved

\

NEW WAYS oF WILD '.I"I‘H\h‘.\'\;!
1

Coons In Holes tn the Ground unurlal
Birds Stop Migrating. |

EKFRID, Canada. Feb 10 *Wouldn't |
this be a good coon night?” asked the
N i=itor {

havee with its contents, returning next | “Coon night nothing!” snorted the
night for more fun and milk. only to get #ld timer. “Things have changed here
himself fast in a trap. He struggled =ince you went away [t's Warm and|

foggy all right and the coons will be!
out to-night. There 18 plenty of nice
soft snOW track them on too; but g
what's the use®”

“Why, what's the matter?” ‘

“Say, one morning last winter 1 tracked |
a coon over half the township and lo-
cated him in a little, measly, scrubby |
elm.  Of course with the woods so thin
as they are now | knew I couldn’t sneak
around and cut the tree at night without |
being caught, so 1 went and asked the

with the trap until by and by he went

howling off into the waods, taking the

trap with him, his trail heing taken next

day by hunters.  Milo Lyman of Roulette,

who followed the bear's trail, tells the |
remarkable story of it.

“The bear,® he says, “got into the trap |
about mudnight of the night it was set,
The trap was a huge stesl one, and
Wi twonty-five pounds.  Fastened

it by a chain six feot lang was a heavy

1 bl oz the aame leéngth as the

10

»)

we may tlind a use for them
o’ I was saving a while ago, the w
Creatures seom 1o be changing their hal
to meet the ehanges in their surrounding
Now that dead irees are scarce in
woods | have found woodpecker nes
in fence post< and the telegraph pole
are full of ther L even find them in dea
branches of apple trees and 1 heard o
one that had been scooped out in an ol
fashioned fence raul

“The crows used to go away eve
winter, but now that so much corn is lef:
in the shock during the winter the crow
stay with us all the time  Even mead
larka and monrning doves that tsed
migrate every year find so much food
the winter that they stav right throug

“The partridges are all gone and
bhig hares, for thera ix no cover for the
any mors, hut quails are more plentit |
than ever in =ome parts. ‘That is bec
the farmers are learning who are tf
friend= and are protecting them Y
quails eat their own weight every da
grasshoppers and other insects and tle
reeds of weeds, and that means a 1ot o
the farmers

“In some parts the English pheasan:
are gotting plentiful and 1 sappose 1h
take the place of the partridge  Yos
evervthing has changed about the habits
of the wild things in this section, bt
is wonderful how plentiful they keej

As

W

1)

| wpite of everyvthing "

BIGGEST OF WOoOoDrrEckiens
A Palr of the hory B
Graham Burnham, Nature Lover,
Trisa. Okla. Febh 11 It is a pleas
life that Giraham Burnham has led for
many years in Oklahoma  Burnham 1= an
Indian with a white & A long t
ago he huailt a hunting lodge of hig logs
down on the Little River and “denned o)
to enjoy the delights of the wilderness
No v passes in lawful season witl
finding game hanging from rafte
of the Burnham smokehouse.  He knows
it hunting places than any othe

ed Type Found

Kin ma

the

maore alw

man in Oklahoma The honk of wild
we Will wake him at mudnight and the
hum of wild bheos will rouse him at

gleapiost noon and lead him to the wa
and the honev hole in the tall svcamore

It is doubtful if anvoody knows mora
about the fauna of Oklghoma than Burn.
ham with the hawu

He is acqueinted

of all the furred andhe featherad dwellor
of the forest, and keeps his eves open |

such strangers as wander to this laritud
Perhaps his most pleacing discovery 1y
fall was a pair of ivory hilled woodpecks
a male and a female, which he mount
and sent to the burean of biology in Wis
ington

“The ivory hilied woodpecker
hilus principalis,” savs Ri W
largest tyvpe of the woodpecker spe
in the world It is tweni® inches long
of bheautiful black and white and ro
plumage.  Formerly quite comm (%
the Gulf States, 1t 15 now found oniy
eastern Oklahoma and in remote portion
of Flornda .

“A briliant erimson crest adorns it
head. Ite note is o two syllabled shriek
or squawk, sometimes resembling the
sgreech of the domestie hen, hence the
frequent name of ‘squaw hen Anothe
commonly accepted name for the hird
woodeock., which I8 again a misnomer
as the woodoock s an entirely different
bird, more on the plover or snips ordaer,
a night feeder and ground dweller

“The ivory billed woodpecker is8 much

Camg o

¥ 1 ] P , o [ 3 . \c
: <hit inches through. This |farmer who owned the tree if 1 might |, o qosiructive to trees than the commen
v owas forked ar one end, where two eut it What do vou think he said* | woodpecker, as he is greater jn sizge. He
I i bweon eut off, and there “1 can’'t guess 'nat only strips dead trunks af bark b

the it held it to the trap was | “Well, he just gaid ‘I'll sell vou that
fastened around it by an iron band. The  t1ee for $17, and then yYou can cut it down |
@ was caught by the toothed jaws  or climb it or do anything « vou like
f the trap well up on one hind foot Pwith it ' Seventeen dollars! Just think |
“With others 1 took the bear's \‘P‘.!l];\'f that, with the best coon skins not
enrly the mornmg after the trapping, | worth more than $3 ° i
and by the evidenees it afforded alorg | “That was pretty mean’ |
ts course I read a most extraordinary “Oh, 1 don’t know as it waz  You see, |
siory of ir intelligence, strength, fury | timber = getting so scarce that ‘most|
ind desperation. For more than a quar- 'any tree that has ambition enough to|

It's |
| funny that the ceons still keep here, tor!
there are hardly any big trees left for |
themn to make nests in; but they're fairly

plenty. And do you know, | think they

are changing their habite, just as a lot

of the other wild things are

ter of a e along the trail from Fatmer | stay standing is worth real money
Ruby’'s Louse thereywas no mark of a
clog dragging. the bear having carrind
it tl far., and then | saw where the
(Lear had placed the erotehed end of the
fciog against a tree and broken off one
of the forks in an effort 10 free himself
I the cham had been fastened to the| “A couple of winters ago | was hunt-
(Clog in the usual way, by a simple b ling along the Government drain for |
above the forks, he  muskrats and mink when | came on al
wonuld accomphished his purpese, | little hole in the snow on one of the banks
it the iron band was set too tight en the [near a muskrat hole 1 opened it up
's\‘-r.-,l and he could no. move it a little and knew that it was the breath- |
: “Fatling to free himself i (his way the {ing hole of some critter that was living
bear had dropped the clog 1o the ground | there. 8o 1 got an axe and a spade, the |

1t

have

1

:m.-l gone tearing along through the | ground was trozen so hard 1 had to chop |

twoods, dragging it after him in his fury, | through the frost, and 1 dug out that hole

| He had rushed along in this way perhaps “Well, sir. | don’t expect vou to he-
a hundred vards when the clog canght [lieve me, but what | actoally found in

{under a hemlock log The log lay fat on
i!h-- ground anda was not less than twelve
feet long and two feet thraugh, Bruin |
had disdained going back and ru'lonm-umr.l
the clog and had tugged at 1the chain
until he had actually torned the big log
over and rolled it out of its bed, some-
thing that wonld have taxed the strengih
of halfl a dozen men

“An eighth of a mile further an slashed
and sphutered saplings and scattered
underbrush on the way 1elling the tale of
the bear's fury of tooth und claw against
Levervthing that stood in his path, he had
Feome 1o a dead pine tree. The 1rec was
|all of fifty feer high., It was hollow and
Pat the top the rim of the hollow trunk
| was Jagged  The bear had climbed 10
[the top, wound the chain around one of
fthe jagged projections, let himself g0

that hole wgg a ng fourteen pound coon
that was wintering there just as snug
as if he was in a hollow elm or oak  Wa
used to take an axe and saw with us
when we went coon hunting  Before
long the coon hunters may be carrving
picks and shovels, and the dogs instead
of treeing coons  will be running them
to varth

=And that réminds me that the musk-
rats around hera have changed their
ways since we were bovs  You remem-
Ler the bouses they vsed to build in the
railroad ditehes and ponds? Well, they
don't build houses any more becayse
there are no places for them to build |
them

“The swamjps | all been drained
and =o have the deep ditehes beside the
"ratlroads that used 1o be full of rughes

e

and dropped bodily from the styh The  and willows I'he muskrats now live
shell of the trunk that the chain was | in holes in the banks of the Government
woltnd around broke bheneath his weight, draios, and they are plentiful too. With

thus defeating this eNort 1o tear his foot | prices the way they are and fur animals
loose from the trap |‘.,-..f...-n-rl so wall L am not sure hut there
“Where the bear had struck the ground | is mora trappng going on  just now lhnul
i his fall 30 was 15 up and seattered for | at any time sinee the days of tha Indians
ten feer around. “That desperate attempr fand the Hudson's Bay Company
to free himself from the trap farling him “Ihe voung fellows 1 dhe country
the hear had gone tearing along leaving land the illages have mighty litle to do
torn up roots, laeerated sipilings, np- | now tha! there s no chopping or lumber
turndd stumps and stones  And raggoed | Ing in the winter months and they just
slushings on the 1runks of trees rimrh,,m!p.mn.nlly take to trapping. They ser
the trail ‘..m teaps for miles around in this cleapred
"By and by he hadicome to a big hem- | and settled country where vou wouldn's
fock that had fallen and lodged in the | think there would be anything 1o wet, |
croteh of another Near the top of fand some of them do pretty wall |
the hemlock on one side the stub of o limb |know of se eral who make as high as!
had projected  The bear had climbed | $100 in o season from mink, skunk . musk |
the slanting hemlock, whipped the chain | vat and ernmine or weasel sk ins
around the projecting stub and, as he had I “Minke often fetch $5 each and a good i
done from the dead pane. dropped from i1, | black skunk skin is worth as much as $4
his gecond heroie o 1 oto esciape from | Rats are worth 80 cents, coon skins about |
the jaws of the trap had also failed, for ! £ each, and weasel or ermine skins sell |
the stub had pazied trom the trunk and | for from nts 1o 81, You can tel]!
the trap stil crunched about his foot [from that that a mﬂn‘llm-hn'i need !
Ragimz on from this spot. the bear had ar get such an awful lot to make s
last run the clog under & strong and in- *Most of the mouey is made from skunk |
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a hole a solid
in which from thre
sin glossy white eges, about an inch and a
1..\1?’1..:..‘. are hatohed. The bird i= vers
wary, but bids fair ta’early extermination ®

invariably bhores
tree for his nest

in

CAnRFE CAGED BIRDS.

When and What te Feed Them  The Dally
Bath Imporiant.

ar

Caged birds are more absolutely ot
their owners’ mercy than  any other
household pets. The only  way never

10 forget their food or water ia to estali-
lish a positive time for giving it to then,
either directly bhelore or atter a meal
time, so that associaiion of ideas will
insure remembranece.  Select a position
for the eage where it is protected from
draught or glaring sun.

“Many particular housekeepers cover
the bottom of the cage with paper insteqd
of gravel. | suppose they think.” suvs
a writes in the Woman's Home Comp
ion, “that the latter is only used as
rotection to the bottom of the eag
tut gravel hos quite another and nuch
more  important  office,  Canaries, ke
chickens, have no teeth and must have
gravel to grind their food

“Vegetable food of some kind is also
A Necessity, A lettuce leaf, watercross
a small piece of apple, a grape, or a small
thin piece of raw potato, if you have
nothing else, should be given every das
I'hie staple should be canary seed mixed
with a small percentage of rape and golden
millet, but oceastonally, in cold weantlie
add a little hemp seed and a little canar,
weed,

“Should the bird's nails grow too lo
take him in vour hand loosely but firmi
and hold his feet in a cup of warm, sou
water for several minuies to soften !
nail, then out the extreme end with o
pair of sharp nail seissors,

“A bird shonld be aceunstomed 1o ho
ing a bath every morning, The
plan ® to remove the bottom of the v
put a small dish on a sheet of paper
el the top of the eage over 1t M
birds have to be coaxed o taking
bath, and if your bird has not been o
customed to it it will help matters o
remove the seed and water dishes. AU
he has bathed hang the cage whers a !
sun will strike it, go that there s no i
of the bird hecomttug ehliind

“About once a week 1t is well to ren
the serew at the top of the cage, and 1a
the 1wo brass caps with some good
infectant, for all birds, even parlor
are apt to be troubled with minute ver
nnless some precaation is taken to o

it

“

Old Time Squirrel Rife

Fiom the Madiaonnile Hast
When ol W A, Toombs returned
cently from the old homestead near

town ha hrought back with b Los Tat
soudrrel vitte, which has heen continu
i possession of the fanuly since 16
nuandmade  thronghout  and of
Type  counon

mters of Tennesses and khentuobs
Eenerptions ago

IThe bartel is 47 inches lone and
mished with the finest level sights
range shooting.  11s enginal calib
120 bullets to the pound, bat having
dressed out and rerith several tie
now carries sixty 1o the pound. The
i of the ek netion type and 18 i as b
condition to-day us when (ot left the imaket
hamds seventy vears awo Ihe tricee
are A& narvel of workmanship he
of that kKind known as “douhie
triggers and are governed with g =0t =
which regulates them until they will M=
spond to the slightest touch,

wWils 1

stockedd amons
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